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Chapter 38

WATER, SEWERS, AND SEWAGE DISPOSAL

ARTICLE I – DEFINITIONS

Sec. 38-1. Definitions.

Unless otherwise defined in this Chapter, the following definitions apply to this Chapter: 

Approved means accepted as satisfactory under the terms of this Chapter and given formal and 
official sanction by the City.

Approved backflow prevention assembly or backflow assembly or assembly or backflow 
prevention means a method to counteract backpressure or prevent backsiphonage. All methods must 
be approved by the City of Temple Utilities Division of the Public Works Department and include 
the following:

(a) Air Gap means a physical separation between the free flowing discharge end of a potable 
water supply piping or appurtenance and an open or nonpressure receiving vessel, plumbing 
fixture, or other device. An "approved air gap separation" must be at least double the diameter 
of the supply pipe measured vertically above the overflow rim of the vessel, plumbing fixture, 
or other device, in no case less than one inch. Air gaps can be used to protect against 
backpressure or backsiphonage of a health or non-health hazard;

(b) Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker Backflow Prevention Device or Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker 
or AVB means that this device cannot be tested and cannot prevent back pressure backflow, 
but is used to prevent backsiphonage in non-health hazard conditions;

(c) Double Check Detector Backflow Prevention Assembly or Double Check Detector or DCDA 
means an assembly composed of line-size approved double check assembly with bypass 
containing a specific water meter and an approved double check valve assembly. The meter 
must register accurately for very low rates of flow;

(d) Double Check Valve Backflow Prevention Assembly or Double Check Assembly or Double 
Check or DC means an assembly which consists of two independently operating check valves 
which are spring loaded or weighted. The assembly comes complete with a gate valve on each 
side of the checks, as well as test cocks to test the checks for tightness;

(e) Pressure Vacuum Breaker Backflow Prevention Assembly or Pressure Vacuum Breaker or 
PVB means an assembly which protects against backsiphonage but does not provide adequate 
protection against backpressure backflow. The assembly is a combination of a single check 
valve with an AVB and can be used with downstream shutoff valves. In addition, the assembly 



Page 2 of 87

has suction and discharge gate valves and test cocks which allows the full testing of the 
assembly;

(f) Reduced Pressure Principle Backflow Prevention Assembly or Reduced Pressure Principle 
Assembly or RP Assembly or RP means an assembly containing two independently acting 
approved check valves together with a hydraulically operated, mechanically independent 
pressure differential relief valve located between the valves and at the same time below the 
first check valve. The assembly must include properly located resiliently seated test cocks and 
tightly closing resiliently seated shut-off valves at the end of the assembly;

(g) Reduced Pressure Principle Detector Backflow Prevention Assembly or Reduced Pressure 
Detector or RPDA means an assembly composed of line-size approved reduced pressure 
principle assembly with a bypass containing a specific water meter and an approved reduced 
pressure principle backflow prevention assembly. The meter must register accurately for very 
low rates of flow; and 

(h) Spill-Resistant Pressure Vacuum Breaker or SVB means an assembly containing an 
independently operating, internally loaded check valve and independently operating, loaded 
air inlet valve located on the discharge side of the check valve. This assembly is to be equipped 
with a properly located test cock and shutoff valves on the suction and discharge ports of the 
assembly.

Backflow means the undesirable reversal of flow of water or mixtures of water and other liquid, 
gaseous, or other substances into the distribution pipes of the potable supply of water from any source.

Backsiphonage means a form of backflow due to a reduction in system pressure which causes a 
subatmospheric pressure to exist at a site in the water system.

Backpressure means any elevation of pressure in the downstream piping system (by any means) 
above the supply pressure at the point of consideration which would cause, or tend to cause, a reversal 
of the normal direction of flow and the introduction of fluids, mixtures, or substances from any source 
other than the intended source. 

Business days means all days, other than Saturday, Sunday, and holidays on which the Utility 
Business Office is closed under authority of City Council.

Cease and desist order means an administrative order directing a user to immediately halt 
illegal or unauthorized discharges.

Cesspool means an underground container for the temporary storage of liquid waste and 
sewage. 

City means the City of Temple, Texas, the City Council of Temple, Texas, or its representative, 
employee, agent, or designee.

City Council means the governing body of the City. 

Compliance order means an administrative order directing a noncompliant person to achieve 
or restore compliance by a date specified in the order.
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Container means an object that can be used to hold or transport something.

Containment means the installation of appropriate type or method of backflow protection at the 
service connection.

Contaminants means any foreign material, solid, or liquid, not common to a potable water supply, 
which makes or may make the water unfit or undesirable for human consumption.

Contamination means the entry into or presence in a public water system of any substance which 
may be deleterious to the public's health or the quality of the water.

Cross connection means an actual or potential connection to a public water system through 
which it is possible to introduce contamination or pollution. Bypass arrangements, jumper 
connections, removable sections, swivel or changeover assemblies, or other temporary or permanent 
assemblies through which, or because of which, backflow may occur are considered to be cross 
connections.

Customer means the person, company, or entity contracting with the City of Temple to receive 
potable water service.

Customer's water system means that portion of the privately owned potable water system lying 
beyond the point of delivery, which includes all pipes, conduits, tanks, receptacles, fixtures, 
equipment, and appurtenances used to produce, convey, store, or utilize the potable water.

Customer service inspection means a detailed inspection by the City of a location and layout of 
the water lines, including without limitation, water lines on the premises, cross connections, the 
availability of auxiliary or used water supplies, the use or presence of pollutants, contaminants, and 
other liquid, solid, or gaseous substances which may be used for stabilization of water supplies.  
Inspectors may perform processes necessary to determine degree of hazard. Inspection may include 
review of records required by this Chapter.

Disposal includes the discharge, deposit, release, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or 
placing of any liquid waste into or on any land or water, intentionally or unintentionally, so that 
such waste or any constituent thereof may enter the environment, be emitted into the air, or 
discharged to any wastewaters or waters, including ground waters.

Disposal site includes a permitted site or part of a site at which liquid waste is processed, 
treated, or intentionally placed into or on any land and on which the waste will remain.

Environmental Protection Agency or EPA means the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
or, where appropriate, the Regional Water Management Division director, or other duly authorized 
official of said agency.

Facility means a place, amenity, or piece of equipment provided for a particular purpose, 
including a place, amenity, or piece of equipment related to a mobile food unit. 
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Fats, oils, and grease (FOG) means organic polar compounds derived from animal or plant 
sources that contain multiple carbon chain triglyceride molecules. These substances are detectable 
and measurable using analytical test procedures established in 40 CFR § 136, as may be amended 
from time to time. All are sometimes collectively referred to herein as “grease” or “greases.”

Food service facility means every food preparation and food service establishment engaged 
primarily or incidentally in the preparation of food for human or animal consumption, except that 
the term does not include any person discharging domestic wastewater from premises used 
exclusively for residential purposes. The term includes, but is not limited to, restaurants, motels, 
hotels, cafeterias, hospitals, butcher shops, ice cream parlors, schools, bars, delicatessens, meat 
processing operations, bakeries, clubhouses, cafes, and similar operations.

Generator means any person who causes, creates, generates, or otherwise produces liquid 
waste, or a person who, for any reason, has liquid waste removed from their property by a 
transporter of liquid waste.

Good payment history means utility service that has been maintained in a person’s name for 
12 consecutive billing periods with the City without:

(a)  an assessment of a non-payment fee;

(b)  an assessment of more than two penalties for late payment;

(c)  a returned payment;

(d)  unlawful use of water service; or 

(e)  utility service diversion. 

Grease Interceptor (or “Grease trap”) means a device designed to separate and retain light 
density liquids, waterborne fats, oils, and greases by their specific gravity, prior to the wastewater 
entering the POTW. These devices also serve to collect settleable solids, generated by and from 
food preparation activities, prior to the water exiting the trap and entering the POTW. 

Grease interceptor waste means any organic, inorganic, greasy or fatty liquid, semi-liquid, or 
solid wastes collected by and removed from a grease trap. 

Grit trap/oil separator (or “Grit trap”) means a watertight receptacle designed and constructed 
to intercept and prevent the passage of petroleum based oil, grease wastes, and solids into the 
POTW to which the receptacle is directly or indirectly connected.

Grit trap waste means oil and grease waste, or inorganic solids generated by a commercial 
facility that are collected by and removed from a grit trap/oil separator.

Hazardous waste means any liquid, semi-liquid, or solid waste (or combination of wastes), 
which because of its quantity, concentration, physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics may:



Page 5 of 87

(a) be toxic, corrosive, and irritant, a strong sensitizer, flammable or combustible, explosive, 
or otherwise capable of causing substantial personal injury or illness; or

(b) pose a substantial hazard to human health or the environment when improperly treated, 
stored, transported, or disposed of, or otherwise improperly managed, and is identified or 
listed as a hazardous waste as defined by the Texas Solid Waste Disposal Act or the 
administrator, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) pursuant to the Federal “Solid 
Waste Disposal Act," as amended by the “Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 
1976” (RCRA), and as it may be amended in the future.  

Health hazard means a cross-connection, potential contamination hazard, or other situation 
involving any substance that can cause death, illness, spread of disease, or has a high probability 
of causing such effects if introduced into the potable water supply.

Immediately means within twenty-four (24) hours. 

Interrupt utility service means disconnecting water or wastewater service or stopping solid 
waste service. 

Liquid waste means water-borne solids and liquids containing dissolved or suspended waste 
material including, but not limited to wastes from grease traps and grit traps.

Manifest means the written multi-part documentation used to document the generation, 
transportation, and disposal of grease trap and grit trap waste at a permitted or registered disposal 
site.

Non-health hazard means a cross-connection, potential contamination hazard, or other situation 
involving any substance that generally will not be a health hazard, but will constitute a nuisance, or be 
aesthetically objectionable, if introduced into the public water supply.

Non-potable water means water that does not comply with TCEQ's rules and regulations 
governing drinking water.

Non-residential use includes all users not specifically included in residential uses defined under 
Residential Use.

Person means any individual, partnership, co-partnership, firm, company, corporation, 
association, joint stock company, trust, estate, governmental entity, or any other legal entity or 
their legal representatives, agents, or assigns. 

Potable water supply means any water supply intended or used for human consumption or other 
domestic use.

Premises means any piece of property to which potable water is provided, including all 
improvements, mobile structures, and structures located on such property.

Publicly owned treatment works or POTW means “treatment works,” as defined by 33 
U.S.C.S. §1292, which is owned or partly owned by the City. This definition includes any devices 
or systems used in the collection, storage, treatment, recycling, and reclamation of sewage or 
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industrial wastes of a liquid nature and any conveyances which convey wastewater to a treatment 
plant.

Public Water System or System means any public or privately owned water system, which 
supplies water for public domestic use. The system must meet all the health requirements set forth by 
TCEQ. The system will include all services, reservoirs, facilities, and any equipment used in the 
process of producing, treating, storing, or conveying water for public consumption.

RCRA means the United States Environmental Protection Agency’s Resource Conservation 
and Recovery Act.

Residential use includes single family dwellings, duplexes, multiplex housing, and apartments 
where the individual units are each on a separate meter or the units are full-time dwellings in cases 
where two or more units are served by one meter.

Returned payment means a payment returned for insufficient funds, a credit card payment that 
is charged back at the request of the customer, or any other form of payment that is dishonored in 
any way or for any reason. 

Service address means a premises that receives a City utility service. 

Service connection means the terminal end of a service line from the public potable water system, 
i.e., where the water purveyor loses jurisdiction and sanitary control over the water at its point of 
delivery to the customer's water system. If a meter is installed at the end of the service connection, 
then the service connection must mean the downstream end of the meter.

Sewage means human excrement and gray water (e.g. water from household showers, dish 
washing operations, etc.).

Sewer means a pipe or conduit for carrying sewage.

Storm water means any flow occurring during or following any form of natural precipitation, 
and resulting from such precipitation, including snowmelt.

Storm water system means a conveyance or system of conveyances (including roads with 
drainage systems, municipal streets, catch basins, curbs, inlets, gutters, ditches, natural and human-
made or altered drainage channels, or storm drains) owned or operated by the City and designed 
or used for collecting or conveying storm water, and which is not used for collecting or conveying 
sewage and which is not part of a POTW.

System means all facilities for collecting, pumping, treating, and disposing of sewage.

System hazard means an actual or potential threat of severe danger to the physical properties of 
the public or customer's potable water supply or of a pollution or contamination that would have a 
detrimental effect on the quality of the potable water in the system.
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ARTICLE VII - LIQUID WASTE

DIVISION I. GENERALLY.

Sec. 38-140. Purpose and policy.

(a) This article sets forth uniform requirements for liquid waste generators and liquid waste 
transporters operating in the City of Temple, Texas, to ensure that the City of Temple complies 
with all applicable State and Federal laws and regulations, including the Clean Water Act (33 
United States Code § 1251 et seq.) 

(b) The objectives of this article are:

1. to aid in the prevention of wastewater overflows resulting from blockages and obstructions 
due to the accumulation of fats, oils, and greases from commercial, industrial facilities, and 
mobile food units;

2. to promote the proper maintenance of grease interceptors, grit traps/oil separators, and 
grease and grit holding containers, including wastewater disposal containers; and

3. to ensure the proper handling, disposal, transport, and tracking of trap waste and other 
liquid waste.

Sec. 38-141. Applicability and prohibitions. 

(a) This article applies to all users of the POTW and transporters as defined by this Chapter.

(b) Grease traps or grease interceptors are not required for individuals engaging in a cottage food 
production operation as defined by Sec. 437.001, Texas Health and Safety Code, as amended, 
and complying with all applicable state laws and regulations related to cottage food industries.

(c) Facilities generating fats, oils, or grease as a result of food manufacturing, processing, 
preparation, or food service must install, use, and maintain appropriate grease interceptors as 
required in Section 38-142 of this article. These facilities include but are not limited to 
restaurants, food manufacturers, food processors, hospitals, hotels, motels, schools, nursing 
homes, and any other facility preparing, serving, or otherwise making any foodstuff available 
for consumption.  Failure to install, maintain, or use grease traps in accordance with this article 
is unlawful.

(d) Mobile food units generating fats, oils, grease, or grit may substitute a City approved 
wastewater disposal container in lieu of installing a grease interceptor or grit trap.  Failure to 
maintain or use and maintain the receptacle in accordance with this article is unlawful. 
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(e) It is unlawful for a User to intentionally or unintentionally allow the discharge of any petroleum 
oil, non-biodegradable cutting oil, mineral oil, or any fats, oils, or grease of animal or vegetable 
origin into the POTW in concentrations greater than those permitted and set forth in Article V, 
Chapter 38, of the City of Temple Code of Ordinances, as may be amended from time to time.  

(f) It is unlawful to discharge transported liquid waste, except as set forth in this article and in 
compliance with all federal, state, and local law and at discharge points designated by the City. 

(g) It is unlawful for a person to discharge or expose grease, wastewater, or other organic waste in 
such way as to be a potential instrument or medium of disease transmission to a person or 
between persons.

(h) It is unlawful to discharge washwater to the storm water system or POTW; washwater may 
require pretreatment before being discharged to the POTW.

DIVISION 2. LIQUID WASTE GENERATORS

Sec. 38-142. Installations. 

(a) New Facilities. 

1. Food processing facilities or food service facilities, which are newly proposed or 
constructed, or existing facilities, which will be expanded or renovated to include a food 
service facility where such facility did not previously exist, are required to design, install, 
operate, and maintain a grease interceptor in accordance with locally adopted plumbing 
codes or other applicable ordinances. Grease interceptors must be installed and inspected 
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

2. Facilities that perform washing, cleaning, or servicing of automobiles, trucks, buses, or 
similar equipment, which are newly proposed or constructed with floor drains in areas of 
operation, are required to design, install, operate, and maintain a grit trap/oil separator in 
accordance with locally adopted plumbing codes or other applicable ordinances and 
guidelines as required by the City. Grit traps/oil separators must be installed and inspected 
prior to issuance of a certificate of occupancy. 

3. A generator must install a sample port to allow access to sample the wastestream as close 
as possible to the connection with the City wastewater collection main within the bounds 
of the facility property. The port must be installed according to the specifications of the 
City. The port must be installed and maintained at the generator’s expense. The port must 
be installed perpendicular to the effluent flow to allow visual observation and sampling. 

4. Mobile food units must have a wastewater plan and approved disposal method in place 
before a permit for the operation of the mobile food unit within the City of Temple is 
issued.

(b) Existing Facilities.

1. An existing grease interceptor or grit trap/oil separator must be operated and maintained in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations and in accordance with these 
standards referenced herein, unless otherwise specified in writing and approved by the 
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City. The City may require users to install an approved grease interceptor or grit trap/oil 
separator when the concentration of oil, grease waste, or suspended solids is greater than 
concentrations permitted and set forth in Article V, Chapter 38 of the City of Temple Code 
of Ordinances or when discharges may cause blockages in the POTW. The City may also 
require users to replace an existing grease or grit trap when the fixture is not operating in 
accordance with the manufacturer’s recommendations or the standards provided in this 
Chapter. 

2. Existing food processing or food service facilities that change in use, existing facilities 
which will be expanded or renovated to include a food service facility, where such facility 
did not previously exist, and facilities with a lack of, or an inadequately sized, grease 
interceptor, are required to design, install, operate, and maintain a grease interceptor in 
accordance with locally adopted plumbing codes, or other applicable ordinances. Grease 
interceptors must be installed and inspected prior to the issuance of a certificate of 
occupancy and prior to a permit issued under Bell County and City of Temple regulations 
for food establishments. 

3. Existing facilities which perform washing, cleaning, or servicing of automobiles, trucks, 
buses, or similar equipment with floor drains in the areas of operation that change in use, 
are expanded or renovated to include floor drains in areas of operation, or where there is a 
lack of, or inadequately sized, grit trap/oil separator are required to design, install, operate, 
and maintain a grit trap/oil separator in accordance with locally adopted plumbing codes, 
or other applicable ordinances. Grit traps/oil separators must be installed and inspected 
prior to the issuance of a certificate of occupancy.

4. Mobile food units operating within the City on July 1, 2021 must have an approved method 
of disposal of grease and grit waste in place as provided by Chapter 14, Food and Food 
Establishments.

(c) Grease interceptors and grit traps/oil separators must be installed pursuant to a single certificate 
of occupancy. No person or persons may allow the use of an interceptor or trap by more than 
one business as covered by a certificate of occupancy without prior written approval from the 
City. 

(d) No person or persons may allow the use of a wastewater disposal container by more than one 
mobile food unit without prior written approval from the City.

Sec. 38-143. Responsibilities.

(a) A generator of liquid waste must have all liquid waste material removed from their premises 
by a liquid waste transporter, which holds a valid permit from the City, and the liquid waste 
must be transported to an approved site for disposal.

(b) Cleaning Schedule

1. All grease interceptors, grit traps, and wastewater disposal containers must be maintained 
in an efficient operating condition at all times. Grease interceptors, grit traps, and 
wastewater disposal containers must be pumped and cleaned as often as necessary to ensure 
that:
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i. sediment and floating materials do not accumulate and impair the efficiency of the 
grease interceptor or grit trap; 

ii. the discharge is in compliance with local wastewater discharge limits;

iii.  no visible grease is observed in the discharge; and 

iv. no health and/or safety nuisance is created.

ii. Grease interceptors must be completely evacuated at a minimum of every ninety (90) days, 
or more frequently when:

i. twenty-five percent (25%) or more of the wetted height of the grease interceptor, as 
measured from the bottom of the device to the invert of the outlet pipe, contains floating 
materials, sediment, oils, or greases;

ii. the discharge exceeds BOD, COD, TSS, FOG, pH, or other pollutant levels established 
by the City; or

iii. the Public Works Department determines that more frequent evacuations are needed 
for public safety.

(c) Mobile food unit wastewater disposal containers must be completely evacuated at a minimum 
of every 90 days unless an exception is granted by the City.

(d) All mobile food unit water holding tanks and fill hoses must be labeled “Potable Water” and 
all wastewater disposal containers must be labeled “Wastewater”.

(e) Grit traps/oil separators must be completely evacuated at a minimum of every 180 days unless 
an exception is granted by the City.

(f) Any person who owns, operates, or uses a grease interceptor, grit trap, or wastewater disposal 
container may submit to the City a request in writing for an extension to the City required 
pumping and cleaning frequency. The City may grant an extension for required pumping and 
cleaning frequency on a case-by-case basis:

i. for grease interceptors or grit traps when: 

a. owner or operator has demonstrated the specific grease interceptor or grit trap 
will produce an effluent with no visible grease, and, based on defensible 
analytical results, can demonstrate consistent compliance with established local 
discharge limits such as BOD, TSS, FOG, or other parameters as determined 
by the POTW; or

b. less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the wetted height of the grease 
interceptor or grit trap, as measured from the bottom of the device to the invert 
of the outlet pipe, contained floating materials, sediment, oils, or greases; and 

ii. for wastewater disposal containers when the container maintains a pH balance that falls 
within approved discharge limits of 5.5 and 10 s.u. and sustains content levels that will 
prevent spillage.
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(g) The City may also require interceptors, traps, or wastewater disposal containers to be serviced 
on a single-event basis or scheduled basis if the City deems it necessary for the proper operation 
of the grease interceptor, grit trap/oil separator, or wastewater disposal container. Such 
determination will be at the City’s discretion.

(h) In the event that an establishment ceases operation, the establishment is required to pump the 
interceptor or trap before abandoning the establishment. If the owner of the establishment or 
their agent fails to empty the interceptor or trap as required by this subsection, the interceptor 
or trap pumping requirement will become the responsibility of the property owner where the 
establishment is located.

1. In the event that a mobile food unit ceases operation, the mobile food unit operator or their 
agent is required to service the MFU’s grease interceptor or trap or safely remove the 
wastewater disposal container, as applicable, in compliance with this article before 
abandoning the mobile food unit.  If the owner of the mobile food unit or their agent fails 
to empty the interceptor or trap or safely remove the container, as applicable, the interceptor 
or trap pumping requirement and/or container removal will become the responsibility of 
the new owner of the mobile food unit.

(i) A generator of liquid waste must not have hazardous waste, or liquid waste in combination 
with hazardous waste, removed from their premises by a liquid waste hauler operating under a 
City permit.

(j) When a load is picked up by a permitted transporter, the generator must verify the accuracy of 
the manifest and then certify the statements contained therein by legibly completing and 
signing the manifest. The generator must keep a copy of all manifests for a period of three 
years at the site of generation, unless otherwise approved. The City may inspect and copy these 
records at any time.

(k) A generator must:

1. provide equipment and facilities of a type and capacity approved by the City;

2. position the grease interceptor, grease trap/oil separator, or wastewater disposal container 
in a manner that provides ready and easy accessibility for cleaning and inspection; 

3. maintain the interceptor, trap, or wastewater disposal container in effective operating 
condition;

4. not install or utilize any system, process or pretreatment involving the use of enzymes, 
bacteria, or other additives, nor alter the design or function of the grease interceptor, grit 
trap/oil separator, or wastewater disposal container unless approved in writing by the City;

5. supervise proper cleaning and removal of the contents of the interceptor, trap, or 
wastewater disposal container;

6. maintain the grease interceptor, grit trap/oil separator, or wastewater disposal container and 
its surrounding areas in sanitary conditions, free of litter and odors;

7. immediately report spills and accidents involving liquid waste to the City; and
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8. clean up all spills and abate all unsanitary conditions immediately and have material used 
for abatement, such as absorbent materials, disposed of by approved means and in a timely 
manner. If immediate clean-up is not feasible, the generator must provide to the City a 
written, detailed explanation of the circumstances and the plan for clean-up and abatement, 
including a request for additional time.

(l) A generator of washwater or other liquid waste must:

1. contain, collect, and dispose of liquid waste by approved means;

2. protect the storm water system, the POTW, and the environment from discharges of liquid 
waste or other contaminants;

3. use approved methods for on-site or mobile treatment of liquid waste; and

4. accurately measure, by approved means, the volume of liquid waste collected and disposed 
of by the transporter.

(m)Rates for sampling or analysis.  Should any sampling or analysis be required by the City 
pursuant to any provision in this article, the payment of such fees incurred for sampling and 
analysis will be the responsibility of the generator.

DIVISION 3. LIQUID WASTE TRANSPORTERS

Sec. 38-144. Permit required. 

(a) Permit Required. All persons owning or operating a vacuum truck, cesspool pump truck, liquid 
waste transport truck, or other vehicle must not service any grease interceptor, grit trap/oil 
separator, cesspool, or wastewater disposal container without first having received a valid 
transport truck discharge (TTD) permit.

(b) Permit Application and Fee. TTD permits will be issued by the City upon proper application 
and payment of a fee established by the City Council and on file in the City Secretary’s office. 
All TTD permits will be valid for one (1) year, running from January 1 through December 31.

1. The City may deny a permit or the renewal of a permit, revoke a permit in its entirety, 
suspend the permit for a stated period of time, place the permit holder on terms of 
probation, or place other conditions thereon as the City deems necessary and appropriate 
if the City finds that any requirement of the permit has been violated or that false statements 
were made on any application, agreement, or any required submittal.  

(c) Unloading or discharge of waste or wastewater. It is unlawful for any person to unload or 
discharge waste or wastewater within the City except in a manner and at a place specified by 
the City. All transporters must discharge waste in an approved facility and provide an approved 
manifest for said discharge.

Sec. 38-145. Manifest requirements. 
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(a) Persons who generate, collect, and transport grease interceptor, grit trap/oil separator, cesspool, 
or wastewater disposal container waste must maintain a record of each individual collection 
and deposit. Such records will be in the form of a manifest. The manifest must include:

1. name, address, telephone, and TCEQ registration number of transporter;

2. name, signature, address, and telephone of the person who generated the waste and the date 
collected;

3. type and amount(s) of waste collected or transported;

4. name and signature(s) of responsible person(s) collecting, transporting, and depositing the 
waste;

5. date and place where the waste was deposited;

6. identification (permit or site registration number, location, and operator) of the facility 
where the waste was deposited;

7. name and signature of the facility on-site representative acknowledging receipt of the 
waste;

8. the volume of the waste received; and

9. a consecutive numerical tracking number to assist transporters, waste generators, and 
regulating authorities in tracking the volume of grease transported.

(b) Transporters must obtain manifests from the City of Temple. 

(c) Manifests must be divided into five parts and records must be maintained as follows:

1. One part of the manifest must have the generator and transporter information completed 
and will be provided to the generator at the time of waste pickup.

2. The remaining four parts of the manifest must have all required information completely 
filled out and signed by the appropriate party before distribution of the manifest. The 
remaining four parts will be distributed as follows:

i. one part of the manifest must be provided to the receiving facility; 

ii. one part must be kept by the transporter, who must retain a copy of all manifests 
showing the collection and disposition of waste; 

iii. one part of the manifest must be returned by the transporter to the waste generator 
within fifteen (15) days after the waste is received at the disposal or processing facility; 
and

iv. one part of the manifest must be returned by the transporter to the City of Temple 
Environmental Programs Office within fifteen (15) days after the waste is received at 
the disposal or processing facility.
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(d) Copies of manifests returned to the waste generator must be retained for three years by the 
generator and be readily available for review by the City.

Sec. 38-146. Responsibilities. 

(a) Each grease interceptor, grit trap/oil separator, cesspool, or wastewater disposal container that 
is pumped must be fully evacuated unless the  volume is greater than the tank capacity on the 
vacuum truck, in which case the transporter must arrange for additional transportation capacity 
so that the interceptor, trap, cesspool, or container is fully evacuated within a twenty-four (24) 
hour period, in accordance with 30 Texas Administrative Code, Chapter 312, § 312.143.

(b) The City, or its representative, has the right to enter the premises of any generator or transporter 
to determine whether the generator or transporter is complying with all requirements of this 
article and any wastewater discharge permit or order issued hereunder.  The generator or 
transporter must allow the representatives from the City access to all parts of the premises for 
the purposes of inspection, sampling, records examination and copying, and the performance 
of any additional duties.

(c) The City has the right to install on a user’s property or require the installation of such devices 
as necessary to conduct sampling or investigation of the user’s operations.

DIVISION 4. ABATEMENT OF VIOLATIONS

Sec. 38-147. Enforcement actions. 

(a) Notice of Violation. 

1. If the City determines that a violation of this article, a permit, or order issued in accordance 
with this article, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement has occurred, a written 
notice of violation may be issued to the person determined to be in violation.

2. Upon receipt of written notice and within the timeframe specified in the notice, the person 
must submit an explanation of the violation and detailed plan, including specific actions to 
be taken, for satisfactory remedy of the violation at issue and methods for prevention of 
repeat or future offenses.

3. Submitting a corrective action plan in response to a written notice does not relieve the 
person of liability for any violations occurring before or after receipt of the notice of 
violation. 

4. Nothing contained in this Section will be construed as to require the City to first issue a 
written notice of violation before taking any action, including emergency action, or 
pursuing other enforcement remedies. 

(b) Administrative Orders.

1. Compliance Orders. 

i. If the City determines that a violation of this article, a permit, or order issued in 
accordance with this article, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement has 
occurred, a compliance order as defined by this Chapter may be issued to the person 
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responsible for the discharge directing that the person come into compliance within a 
specified time period. 

ii. If the person does not come into compliance within the time period provided in the 
compliance order, water or wastewater service may be discontinued and any permits 
issued by the City may be revoked. 

iii. Compliance orders also may contain other requirements to address noncompliance, 
including, but not limited to, additional self-monitoring and management practices 
designed to minimize the amount of pollutants discharged to the POTW. 

iv. A compliance order may not extend the deadline for compliance established for a 
pretreatment standard or requirement, nor does a compliance order relieve the user of 
liability for any violation, including any continuing violation. 

v. Issuance of a compliance order is not be a bar against, or a prerequisite for, taking any 
other action against the User.

2. Cease and Desist Orders.

i.  If the City determines that a violation of this article, any permit, or order issued by the 
City, or any other pretreatment standard or requirement has occurred or that the 
person’s past violations are likely to reoccur, the City may issue an order to the person 
directing them to cease and desist all such violations and:

a. immediately comply with all requirements of this article; and

b. take such appropriate remedial or preventive action as may be needed to properly 
address a continuing or threatened violation, including halting operations or 
terminating the discharge.

(c) Service of notice or order. Any notice or order issued under this article must be in writing and 
served in person or by registered or certified mail on the user or transporter of the liquid waste 
or any other persons determined to be responsible for such violation. 

(d) Termination of service and revocation of permit. The City may, if a violation is continuing or 
reoccurring or may reoccur, revoke any permit issued by the City to the person ordered to 
correct or abate such violation if such violation has not been corrected or abated within the 
time specified in a compliance order or cease and desist order.

(e) Emergency suspension of service.

1. Suspension. The City may, without prior notice, suspend water service, wastewater service, 
or storm water access to a person discharging to the POTW or storm water system when 
such suspension is necessary in the opinion of the City to stop an actual or threatened 
discharge that:

i. presents or may present imminent substantial danger to the environment or to the health 
or welfare of persons;



Page 84 of 87

ii. presents or may present imminent substantial danger to the POTW, storm water system, 
or waters of the state; or

iii. will cause pass through or interference of the POTW.

2. Notice of suspension. As soon as is practicable after the suspension of service, the City 
will notify the person discharging to the POTW or storm water system of the suspension 
and the reasons thereof and order such person to cease the discharge immediately.

3. Reinstating service. The City will reinstate a person’s suspended water or wastewater 
services:

i. upon proof by such person that the non-complying discharge has been eliminated;

ii. upon payment by such person of any outstanding water and wastewater utility charges;

iii. upon arrangement of payment by such person of all costs incurred by the City in 
responding to the discharge or threatened discharge; and

iv. upon arrangement of payment by such person of all costs incurred by the City in 
reconnecting service.

4. Written statement. Prior to reinstatement of service, the person must submit to the City a 
detailed written statement describing the cause of the discharge and the measures taken to 
prevent any future occurrence as instructed by the City.

Sec. 38-148. Penalties. 

(a) A person who violates any provision of this article may be subject to civil or criminal penalties 
or both.

(b) Criminal Penalties. A person who violates any provision of this article or any term or condition 
of a permit granted pursuant to this article is guilty of a separate offense for each day or portion 
of a day during which the violation is continued. Each offense is punishable by a fine of not 
less than $1,000 or more than $2,000.

1. A person is criminally responsible for a violation of this article if the person acted 
knowingly, recklessly, intentionally, or with criminal negligence.

(c) Civil Penalties.  The City, its City Attorney, or authorized designee is authorized to commence 
a civil action for appropriate legal or equitable relief in a court of competent jurisdiction. Such 
relief may include, but is not limited to:

1. an injunction to prevent a violation of this article;

2. recovery for damages to the POTW or storm water system resulting from a violation of this 
article; and

3. recovery for expenses incurred by the City in responding to a violation of this article.
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